Introduction
In the week when this article was written, Microsoft announced that beginning in the year 2000, it would award an annual prize of $100'000 to the best electronic book.' Newsweek published the results of a poll which showed that children in the United States between 10 and 15 years of age generally believed that "films and TV" were "the best teacher" they had (49%); humans such as "friends" (48%) and official "school teachers" , 1999 . According to this article, 49% of the 27 million U.S. children between 10 and 15 years of age are convinced that they "learn a lot" through films and other TV shows; 48% "learn a lot" from their friends; and 41 % "learn a lot" from school teachers.
3 "Bypass gegen den Info-Infarkt," pointup, 3/1999. To test the truth of this assumption, Early Science and Medicine has recently sent out a questionnaire to eighty colleagues, most of whom work in the history of science, medicine, and technology in the period before 1800. As a kind of control group, a number of historians of nineteenthand twentieth-century science and philosophy were also invited to participate. We have received exactly thirty questionnaires back in time to be evaluated. The list of contributors together with their institutional affiliation can be found at the end of this article.
The complete answers may be read elsewhere, for they have been appropriately placed "on the net."6 The present article limits itself to the task of discussing the salient points, citing only the most poignant, characteristic, or surprising passages. As this survey does not live up to any professional standards of polling, I did not yield to the temptation of subjecting my sample to any statistical evaluations.
My procedure consists merely in ordering, paraphrasing, and quoting some of the answers given to the six questions of the questionnaire.
6 The complete answers may be found on a web site (http://www.kun.nl/ phil/center/revolution.html) which will remain open until May 2000.
